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Circle Art Gallery

Circle Art Gallery aims to be the foremost exhibition space in East Africa.

We exhibit carefully curated, challenging and thought-provoking contemporary
art, and provide a venue for presentations from local and international artists,
curators, art critics, collectors and academics.

910 James Gichuru Road, Lavington, Nairobi, Kenya
www.circleartagency.com

info@gcircleartagency.com

+ 254 (0) 722 672938 or + 254 (0) 725 533507
Opening times:

weekdays 10am — 5pm, weekends | lam — 4pm
or by appointment outside these hours, closed on public holidays
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Painting has always been the predominant medium for artists in Ethiopia. The
development of the modern art movement in the country can be traced

to the deeply rooted and influence of church paintings. However, in every
generation, artists have addressed socio-cultural, historic, economic and
political issues and this is even more evident in the contemporary art scene.

As most contemporary artists live and work in Addis, their work depicts

what is happening all over Ethiopia; the turbulence caused by the dramatic
development and transformation of the country. These changes are a source of
inspiration for most of the artists exhibited

The || artists showing in the exhibition ‘Addis Contemporary’ at the Circle
Art Gallery, Nairobi describe their experience of a fast changing Addis during
this critical period of its history. Through imaginative, conceptual and perceptual
frameworks, the happenings in the city can be traced in their art:

Dawit Abebe'’s concepts of In Between;Yosef Lule’s Past + Future; Tesfaye
Bekele's Cross Roads; Surafel Amare’s impressions arising from banana displays;
Addis Gezahegn's nostalgic fantasies of Old Town and Ephrem Solomon's social
commentary are critical reflections of Addis life.

Other artists’ work reflect more artistic preoccupations: Dawit Adnew's
obsession for patterns; Kerima Ahmed's portrayal of contorted forms; Nebiat
Abebe’s exploration of movement, light and balance; Dereje Demissie’s search
for the link between identity and landscape and Tamrat Gezahegn's meditation
on indigenous knowledge and practice.

There is a large community of artists in Addis who persevere despite a still-
limited art audience in the country. Exhibitions like ‘Addis Contemporary’
that address the essence of the contemporary art scene of Addis in depth,
will create a new platform to expose Ethiopian artists who have not received
proper attention either at home or abroad.

It is my belief that a lot will come out of ‘Addis Contemporary’l

Mifta Zeleke, Curator
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Dereje Demissie

Dereje Demissie, Belonging, acrylic on canvas, 200 x 100 cm

Dereje Demissie was born in Addis Ababa in 1982. He graduated from
the Addis Ababa University, Alle School of Fine Arts and Design in 2002
in Mural Art and in 2012 received a BFA in Painting. He has been a studio
artist in the Nubia Visual Art Studio since 2002. Dereje has participated in
various group shows in Ethiopia, Uganda, Sudan, Dubai and Germany and
has had three solo shows in Ethiopia. Dereje's experiments with various
media such as murals, sculpture and mosaic has enabled him to enrich his
artistic experience. Scrutinizing the essence of the relationship between
landscape and identity is his inspiration.

"One’s identity is highly influenced by the landscape where one lives. The
notions of belongingness are deeply rooted in our being; our relationship
with landscape proves to be part of our identity.”

Dereje Demissie



Addis Gezahegn

Tesfaye Bekele

Addis Gezahegn, The end of Summer, acrylic and collage on canvas, | 10 x 95 cm

Addis Gezahegn was born in 1979 in Addis Ababa.

He graduated from the Addis Ababa University, Alle School
of Fine Arts and Design with Diploma in Graphic Design. In
2011, he returned to the school and graduated with a BFA
from the same department. Addis has had four solo shows
and participated in thirteen group shows in Ethiopia and one
in New York. Addis has been a studio artist at the Ethiopiawi
Art Studio since 2001.

“Towards the Old Towers, with mother earth giving off
heat, one sees a mirage of floating towers; blurred elements
of human evolution, growth, chaos and timelessness that
intermingle to create a dizzy mirage in one’s being.”

Addis Gezahegn

Tesfaye Bekele, Searching for Life, acrylic on canvas, 50 x 50 cm

Tesfaye Bekele was born in 1982. He graduated from the Addis Ababa
University, Alle School of Fine Arts and Design in 201 | with a BFA in
Art Education. Tesfaye currently teaches at the same school and has
participated in numerous art exhibitions and activities in Ethiopia and
abroad. Most of his earth-muted paintings map out abstract landscapes
from a topological viewpoint, to show how nature is being intruded on
by humans and how we can trace different stories and dramas on earth.

“The most important point for me is creating connections and starting
conversations with my physical space and then converting it to a surreal
space. This dream space is a place for me to reflect on memories and
translate them into physical echoes.”

Tesfaye Bekele



Tamrat Gezahegn

Tamrat Gezahegn, Adorn Nude IV, VI, | & VI, acrylic on canvas, 40 x 40 cm

Tamrat Gezahegn was born in 1997 in Addis Ababa. He
graduated from the Addis Ababa University, Alle School of

Fine Arts and Design in 2000 with a Diploma in Painting. He is
the founding member of Netsa Art Village. As well as various
exhibitions in Ethiopia, Tamrat has shown his works in Egypt,
Germany, Spain, USA, UAE and Sweden. Tamrat's work as an artist
ranges from his studio practice, landscape and portrait painting to
installation and performance. However; his enthusiastic research
on indigenous knowledge has inculcated his meditations for some
time.

“The enlightened one enables the culture, the societal knowledge
and aura of the society to be the counterpart of his life; my art
aspires to be part of the journey!”

Tamrat Gezahegn

Ephrem Solomon

Ephrem Solomon, Untitled (Forbidden Fruit), acrylic and woodcut plate, 80 x 80 cm

Ephrem Solomon was born in Addis Ababa and graduated from the
Entoto Art School in 2009. He observes and presents socio-political
works using woodcut and mixed media.Views of the city and the
people that inhabit the spaces around him inform his work, as does a
fictional world that exists beyond the present. Using black and white to
symbolize this ambiguous juncture in reality, he produces bold figures
and portraits that capture both personal and public power relations in
society.

The Forbidden Fruit series presented here, explores and celebrates the
importance of living in the moment. The figures that look to the left, are
focused on the past, those facing the right are looking to the present
whilst those facing the front are confronting the present. The repetitive
motifs resemble natural patterns found in nature; where the beginning
and end are difficult to establish. From birth to death, life’s journey
creates shapes as we make decisions and coincidences and accidents
take place.The works remain untitled to allow for limitless readings.
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Kerima Ahmed, Untitled, acrylic on canvas, 100 x 100 cm

Kerima Ahmed was born in Addis Ababa. She graduated from the
Addis Ababa University, Alle School of Fine Arts and Design in 2002
with a Diploma in Painting. Kerima has participated in more than
twenty group exhibitions in Ethiopia, Djibouti, Uganda, Sudan, USA
and France. She has been a studio artist at the Nubia Visual Art
Studio since 2002. Kerima's practice ranges from painting landscapes
to depicting aspects of daily life and the interplay of contorted
forms with figures and objects.

“My entire endeavour in the arts is exposing my emotions and
ideas that | obtain from the daily life”

Kerima Ahmed

Nebiat Abebe, Untitled Ill, acrylic on canvas, | 10 x 130 cm

Nebiat Abebe was born in Addis Ababa. She graduated from the Addis
Ababa University, Alle School of Fine Arts and Design in 1999 in Painting.
She is currently a studio artist based in Addis Ababa. Nebiat has had three
solo shows in Addis and ten group shows in Ethiopia and Belgium. Her
compassion for the life she perceives is reflected in diverse perspectives in
her work.

“What | feel and think about life is depicted in my works. | communicate
through using forms of movement; arising out of my observations of life.”

Nebiat Abebe



Dawit Adnew

Surafel Amare

Dawit Adnew, Characters |, acrylic on canvas, 80 x 73 cm

Dawit Adnew was born in Addis Ababa in 1973. He graduated from
the Addis Ababa University, Alle School of Fine Arts and Design in
1995 with a Diploma in Graphics. He worked at Adwa Textile Factory
as a professional printing designer where he implemented flat form
art techniques. He was a member of the Kitab Studio where the
interactions with members of the studio enriched his career. Dawit is
also a founding member of Netsa Art Village where he experimented
with found objects and recycling, making work from plastic bottles.
Dawit has participated in more than thirty group shows and one solo
exhibition in Ethiopia and Uganda.

“My inspiration arises from movements, | always perceive movements in
patterns, forms and colour: My intention is to transform this perception
into paintings using visual language.”

Dawit Adnew

Surafel Amare, Shemsu’s Kioosk, oil on canvas, 90 x 70 cm

Surafel Amare was born in 1987 in Gondar. He
graduated from Addis Ababa University, Alle School

of Fine Arts and Design in 2010 with BFA in Graphic
Design. He has participated in ten group shows and one
solo show in Ethiopia.

"My art is an attempt to breathe life into the
mechanically arranged nature of our world; it's about
revealing the hidden, to nourish the spirit by creating
rhythm from the redundancy through the depiction
arising out of the day to day life.”

Surafel Amare



Yosef Lule

Dawit Abebe

Yosef Lule, Past + Future I, oil on canvas, 100 x 70 cm

Yosef Lule was born in 1978. He graduated from the Addis Ababa University,
Alle School of Fine Arts and Design in 2001 with Diploma in Painting. He is
co-founder of the Habesha Art Studio established since 2001. He has had five
solo exhibitions in Ethiopia and France and has participated in twenty nine
group shows in Ethiopia, Switzerland, France and the US.Yosef's present day
concepts deal with the recent changes in Addis Ababa.

ForYosef, the changing faces of Addis have led him to develop several
mathematical equations that question and reflect in his work. Here are some
of them:

“Human made forms - natural forms = horizontal and vertical forms

Future City + Our Existing Social Life =7

Culture + Believing + Life Style + Social Life + Identity + Identities + Job Type = ?”

Dawit Abebe, In Between |, oil on canvas, 180 x 140 cm

Dawit Abebe graduated from the Addis Ababa University School
of Fine Art and Design with a Diploma in painting, sculpture,
graphics, photography and industrial design. Since 2001, he has
been a member of the Habesha Art Studio in Addis Ababa.
Abebe’s solo exhibitions include X Privacy’ at the Alliance Ethio-
Francaise, Addis Ababa in 2012.

Group shows include the touring exhibition ‘Silver Sea Cross-Ship’
in 2013-2014 as well as the display of the Habesha Art Collection
at the National Museum in Addis Ababa in 2014, along with
exhibitions in France, the UAE, and the USA. His work features

in the Saatchi Collection and a solo exhibition opened at Kristin
Hjellegjerde gallery in London in March 2015.



Circle Art Gallery

Circle is an art agency set-up to provide a highly professional consultancy
service for art institutions and the contemporary art market.We are
passionate about contemporary East African art.

Through our gallery, advisory service and annual auction we aim to give the
region’s most talented artists greater visibility and opportunities, ultimately
increasing access to the region’s lively and fast-developing art scene.

Collecting Art

Circle offers individuals and corporations advice on creating, presenting and
managing an art collection.We source appropriate works of art and give
curatorial advice on the installation, presentation, storage and cataloguing
of a collection.We are able to advise clients on art philanthropy and
sponsorship of the arts.

We spend time with clients gaining an understanding of their particular
taste and requirements, introducing them to artists, exhibitions and events
that they might not otherwise encounter. We act on a client’s behalf in
negotiations to ensure prices are at market value and act in the strictest
confidence on the dispersal of whole collections or individual works.

Commissioning Art

Circle is the first company in Kenya to provide an advisory and
management service for commissioning art.We believe that urban and
domestic environments should be enhanced by well-considered artworks
that relate to the social and cultural experiences of the viewer. Circle
supports artists creating landmark pieces for our clients that provide
interest and entertainment to locals, visitors and workers.

Artists

Circle works with both emerging and established artists across East Africa.
We have a large artist database, wide networks across the region and have
shown over |50 artists in the last 2 years.

We are always looking for new and exciting research-based art, visiting
artists’ studios regularly, attending regional and international events that
relate to contemporary African art exhibitions. We are currently working
with artists in the East African region: Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia,
Sudan, Rwanda and Burundi.

inside back cover: Addis Gezahegn, Floating Tower, acrylic and collage on canvas, 80 x 60 cm

back cover: Tesfaye Bekele, Itibit Il (Umblical cord), acrylic on canvas, 50 x 50 cm
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